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less retractile, with four-jointed tarsi, the third joint of which,
in the majority of cases, is extremely small and concealed.
The sexes do not differ much in external characters, although
the males are in some cases smaller ; also there is often a slight
modification in the structure of the apical ventral segment of
the males.
The eggs are laid on end in clusters openly on plants, and
are cigar-shaped and generally yellow. The larvae are elongate,
broadest across the base of the thorax and tapering sharply
to the apex of the abdomen. The mouth-parts are well
developed. The legs are moderately long. The coloration
varies, but is usually conspicuous, often being greyish with
a varied number of yellow or reddish markings. The body
is often covered with spines and tubercles. Pupation takes
place on the plant, the larvae attaching themselves to the leaf
by the apical segment with the aid of a sticky secretion. The
anterior part of the body is drawn up toward the apical end ;
the split larval skin shrinks into a wrinkled mass, but is not
entirely cast off the pupa. Some larvae are able to cover
themselves with a waxy secretion from pits in the body,
causing them to resemble mealybugs.
The life-history in the majority of cases is short, all stages
being gone through in three weeks. There are several broods
per year. Hibernation takes place as adults, large numbers
being found in the winter, congregated under loose bark or
in cracks. They are often found behind pictures in rooms and
in the window frames.
Both larval and adult stages of the carnivorous species feed
voraciously on aphids, scale insects, mealybugs and white
fly, and are therefore very beneficial. Thea cincta feeds on
the fruiting bodies (Perithecia) of a mildew (Phyllactinea corylea)
which grows on the foliage of mulberry. The EpilaChnince are
herbivorous and feed on the epidermis of the leaves, especially
of Cucurbitaceous and Solanaceous plants. Their larvae are
less active and are more oval in shape. They pupate in the
same manner as the Coccinellince.
Gorham is an authority on this family. Weise and
Stettiner also have done some work on it. Fowler describes
the forty-two British species. Only one of them belongs to
the herbivorous group.